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DISCOURSE 
— Seer Goe desde — 


ROMANS, Xil. 9. 
LET LOVE BE WITHOUT DISSIMULATION. AB- 
“HOR THAT WHICH IS EVIL; CLEAVE 
TO %HAI WHICH iS GOOD. 


May, as originally from the hand of his 
Creator, was endowed with certain paffions, which 
had their propenfities to the pure fource of light 
from whence they fprang. ~But in his prefent degen- 
erate condition, thofe paffions being perverted from 
their proper bias, he ftands in need of divine affil- 
tance, to regulate the affections of his heart, to pro- 
duce that order and harmony in fociety, which are 
effential to his happinefs. To accomplith this im- 
portant and glorious defign, God has gracioufly 
been pleafed to furnifh us with his holy word, as a 
“light that foineth in a dark place.” From this 
fource of heavenly wifdom, we learn our duty and 
obligations to God and one another, as mutually 
related to the fame beneficent Parent, We, there- 
fore, difcover throughout the facred pages, the be- 
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liet of the truth, always connected with practical 
religion ; fince they in the moft folemn and impref- 
five manner, inculcate the obfervance of thofe du- 
ties, which are intimately connected with the peace 
and happinels of our neighbour and ourlelves. We 
were never formed to be Mifanthropifts, 


— mr wens a a ng Nat “ “. 


In hatmony with thefe ideas, the Apoftle in the 
former part of this epiftle, takes 2 comprehenfive 
view ot the medium of our juftification before God, 
as- confifting in the ‘atoning merits and righteout- 
él Of our Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift. He then 
proceeds to -build ‘upon this * chief corner fone, @ 

fuperftructure of practical piety, which is honorable 
to God, and highly beneficial to the interefts and 
lappinefs of man as 2 focial being. In the chap- 
ter, from ‘which the text «s feleéted, he prefies upon 
his brethren, “+ the moft earneft and affectionate 
manner, their duty to God and one another. His 
own language, in the context, is truly energetic and 
perfuafive : “J befeech you, therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye prefent your bodies a living fac- 
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God; awhich is your reafona- 
ble fervice ; and be not conformed to this world ; but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that goed, and acceptable, and perfec 
will of Ged. For I fay, through the grace given unti 
me, to every man that is among you, not to think of bimfelf 
more highly than he ought to think ; but to :bink foberl,, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the meafure of 
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faith. For as we have many members in one body, and | 
all members bave not the fa ! 


me offices fo we being many, 
a@re one body jn Chrift, and every one members one of 


another. Having then gifts differing according to the 
Sr ace that $s given to us. 


whether prophecy, let us pro- 
Phecy according to the proportion of faith; or minifry, 
det us wait on our miniftering ; or be that teacheth, on 
«beac bing ; or be that exborteth, on exhortation : be that 
giveth, let bim do it with Simplicity; be that ruleth, 
with diligence ; be that foeweth mercy, with cheerful. 
nes.”  Tewill be obferved that the infpired Writer 
} clearly pourtrays our different duties, according to 
Our different gifts and offices, fo that each ohe of us 
fill our refpective offices, and exercife our {pecial tal. 
ents, with a view to the advantage of the whole 
body. “However different our talents or offices may 
be, there is one duty common to every member of 
the body, and indifpenfably binding upon them all; 
the duty enjoined in the text: “Let Love be without 
Gifimulation, Abbor that which is evil ; cleave to that 
which is good,” | 


Ty further {peaking from thefe words, I propofe 
the following method; | | 

I. Shew the objects of our love, and how it is to 
be exercifed without diffimulation., 

II, Briefly attend to the remaining part of the 
text, and confider its propriety. 

III. Draw fome conclufions fuited to the prefent 
occafion, : 


a 
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God and man ase the proper objec of OSr lore. 
Govercign Aschanet of all workds, and the AB»: 
Ruler and Preferver ot ail beimgs, is a deny cterasi. 
ly binding, upon. all tational and inceBigen: coz. 
anes. A duty, taught by the voice of reafom. for 
© all bis works praye bem,” and procizien his wifdom, 
power, goodnels, and Godkead. Hence it te. 
comes man to joim the mute expreGive notes of in- 
amimiaie sature, and with love and adoration. m 
thout.praife to his God and King! Reafoa cc- 
clares that “tn bins we hve, aad meve, aud hazz car 
being,” and confequently declares, He fhouki be the 
obje8 of our fupreme love, But this is 2ifo fanc- 
tioned by the high mandate of heaven, in the fac- 
red secords of divine truth. Tihus Jefus Chrift ex. 
Plains the moral law, as con(ifting in loving “ God, 
with all the heart, might, mind, and fireneth, and 
our neighbour as ourfelyes.” But God fhould be 
loved with all the heart, without difimoulation. _ Far 
“God is not to be mocked” Pe rightfully claims 
the whole heart : “ My fon, give.me iby heart. We 
fhould love him, as manifefted unto us In creation, 
and efpecially asin his word, * she Lord, the Leri 
God, merciful and gracious, long faffering, and abus- 
dant in goodne's and trait,” and alfo as a juft and 
oly Being, who cannot behold fin with approb:- 
tion. This love to God, without diffimulation, 12° 
Volves our Prompt obedience to his holy will, Fot 
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if we have no difpofition to ferve or ‘obey him, 
there is no propriety in faying we love him: For 
Jefus faid, * Jf ye love me, keep my commandments. 
And again, “ Ye are yy friends, if ye do whatfoever 
L command you.” Yt és not fingly drawing nigh with 
our lips, while our hearts: are far from.him; that 
conftitutes fincere love to the Supreme Being. fe 
is co poffefs fuch a fenfe of his exalted, glorious cha- 
racter, as will bow the foul with holy fear, rever= 
ence, and gratizude, before his effulgent brightne& 
and excite us to fing with the royal Plalmift, «Thy 
mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and thy faithfal- 
nefs reacheth unto the clouds ; thy righteoufhefs is 
like the great mountains ; thy judgments are a 
greatdeep: O Lord, thou preferveft man and beaft, 
How excellent is thy loving. kindnefs, O God? 
Therefore the children of men put their truft uns 
der the thadow of thy wings.” Pfalm xxxvi. 5. 


UnptsseMBeD love to God; is evidenced bya 
fincere love to our brethren. ‘* For he that loveth 
not bis brother whom be bath feen, bow can be love 
God, whom he hath not feen.” And “ be that faith be 
is in the light, and bateth bis brother, is in darknefs 
even until now.” Were it neceffary, paffages ot 
{cripture, in great numbers, might be produced, to 
prove this important truth. But when we reflect 
that the origin of our being, is from the fame fource 
of light and life, the prefervation of life, with all the 
" -bleflings that furround us, flow from the fame gta 
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cious hand; and that we aré all the childrén of frais 
ty'and want, it. certainly behoves us to exercife and 
‘cultivate the benevolent principle of love'to ote 
vanother.. If the Great Jehovah; “ commendeth bis 
ove towards us, in that while we were yet enemits, 
Chrift died for the ungodly,” faréely we ought to “Jove 
one another with pure bearts fervently.” Jefus Chrift 
has made this a material charactereftic of difciplethip. 
“8 By this foall all men know that ye are'my dilciples, if 
“ye have love one to another.” And the’ beloved dif- 
ciple John, in harmony. with his divine Matter, 
faith,” “We know that we have paffed from death, 
“unto life, becaule we love the brethren.” We are allo 
inftruéted by the fame fource of heavenly wifdom, 
that our love fhould not be confined, within the 
narrow circle of a ‘particular party ; but like the 
Sun in the heavens, which enlightens the natural 
world, be as diffufive, as there are rational beings 
to be benefitted by the heavenly flame. The good 
“and virtuous of every name will unavoidably call 
forth the affections of fimilar characters.” But it is 
“a particular trait of our Lotd’s doéttine, that it en- 
joins love to our enemies, and requires us to fhow 
our Jove, by our forgiving tempers and conduct 
towards them, as well as by our prayers for them. 
This love to enemies, does not demand our appro= 
bation of their evil tempers, or vicious conduct, 


DissimuLaTion cuts the finews of all confidence 
inthe diffembler, and deftroys that pea¢e and haps 


a i a 
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pinefS.which arifes from a firm reliande upon the 
profeflions of friends. Hence deceit muft meet as it 
merits, the juftindignation of every honeft and upright 


heart, who loves and feeks the happinefs ot mankind. 


To exertife love without diffimulation, it is 


_ effential that our conduét exaétly fquare-with our 


proteffions.... This fentiment is moft cleatly ex- 


exprefied by the Evangelift John; * Let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth,” 
The Apoftle James has alfo hewn his difapproba- 
tion of empty, deceitful profeffions of friendthip. 
“If a brother or-fifter be naked and deftitute of daily 
Food ; and one of you fay unto them, depart in peate, be 
ye warmed and filled; notwithftanding ye give them 
not thofe things which are needful to the body, what 


doth it profit.” Much of our bleffed Saviout’s min- 


iftry was pointed reproofs againft thofe diffemblers, 
whofe pretences and practices were in dire& oppofi- 
tion, We hence learn that undiflembled love to our — 
brethren, confifts in feeking their happinefs, by doing 
them good, according to our opportunity and ability ; 


_ and includes unfeigned love to their bodies and fouls. 


| | : 

To love the fouls of our fellow men, or to feek 
their eternal interefts, is an important branch of this 
love. As the-bleffings of time bear no proportion 
to the bleffings of eternity, it becomes us to havea 
{pecial regard tothe immortal part of man. But the 
queftion arifes, how can we promote their eternal 


; 


) 
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Recret > T an{wer, by advice and example, : By a2 
vifing them to feek thofe objects which are in 
and eternal ; by informing them of the danger . 
mifery there is in fin; by placing beet wees e 
plealures of « Fuitb, Hope, aitd Charity 5” by en ~ 
ouring to reclaim chem from their finful Ane. Sy an 
by thewing them that. trae holinefs. dignifiesyand 
enobles human nature, while “fin is a reproach to 
any people.” The law of love and kindnefs dwelling 
in the tongue, will beft force its way to. 2 brother’s 
heart, by the power of example ; and will thew that 
from love to the truth, we ourfelves are walking in 
the peaceful and pleafant paths of truth and wifdom. 
Fence our Saviour’s direction is moft fuitable, «7 ¢ 
your light fo frine before men, that they may fee your good 
cverks, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” And 
he, who is inftrumental in converting a finner from 
the error of his ways, faves a foul from death, and 
hideth a multitude of fins. 


Wuew love is exercifed without diffimulation, it 
willlead us to feek the happinefs of mankind as to the 
prefent life; hence their good name, as better than 
precious ointment, and as a jewel of ineftimable val- 
ue, will be confidered moft lacred. To {peak in 
the rommendation of a brother, if confiftent with 
. - will afford the benevolent heart fincere plea- 

This temper hag ies Oppofite in flander, which 
like lecret fre conty _ 
mes the goodly fabric, and the 


Pleated before we are aware of it, This 


er aes he 


On a ww 


——— 
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fin is offenfive to Gad; and all good men. For'the 
Moft Holy defcribing!an inhabitant’of his holy hill, 


particularly mentions him who “ dackditeth not with 


his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, mor taketh up 
a reproach againft bis neighbour.” And Kine David, 
fpeaking of his determination to “férvé the Lord, 
with his. houfe, declares, that * Whofo privily flan- 
dereth his neighbour, himwill I cut off.” Pals Ch. §. 
Hence all reviling, backbiting, and calumhiating, 
are utterly: incompatable with genuifé undiffem- 
bled'love. The magnitude and> bafenefs of the 
deteftable crime ‘of flander, is in’ afew words ex- 


preffed by the celebrated Shakefpearey with his rn | 


propriety and brilliancy. 


The man, who'fteals my purfe, ftealé trath;_ 

“st Twas mine, tis his, and may be flave to thoufands ; 
*¢ But he, who pilfers from:me my good name;' 
“ Robs me of that, which not enriches. him, ... 
‘¢ But makes me poor indeed.” 


— te 


Awotuer branch-of this undiffembled love to 
our’ brethren, confifts in fympathizing with the 
mourner, and ftretching forth the kind hand of re- 
lief to the indigent and miferable. Infinite wifdom 
has diverfified the external conditions of men, as 
well as their mental taléiits, But there are none of 
the great family of mankind, who want not, at cer'= 
tain {eafons, the foothing voice and heart of friend- 
fhip. For the-moft elevated ftate of human great- 
nef, does not prevent the encroachments of fick- 
nefs, pain, and death, And great profperity dacs 
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not fecure from its fad reverie, What a frit. 
ing example does Job furnifh U. To day a ig 
Surrounded with his family, Wealth, honoyr, and 
;' profeffed friends ; to-morrow he is Precipitated in. 


to the extreme of miflery, and forced to exclaim 
* flave. pity. upon me, have pity upon me, Q Ye i 
friends : for the band of God bath-toyche mee? But 
there are many, who ftrugele through life’s mga 4 
path, under the preflure of Poverty and. woe, who 
peculiarly want the fympathetic attentions of triends 
to comfort them in their afli€ed hours, « To weep 
with them who weep,” and “ mourn with them who 
mourn,” draws from the afflicted heart the barbed 
dart, which has pierced it with.agony, . To char}. 
tably relieve the “poor, whom we always. haus with 
us, and when{oeyer we-wall we may do them.good ;’? 
to wipe the tear from the furrowed face of the dif. 
confolate widow ; to rear the wretched orphan ta 
life and ufefulnefs ; to fuftain the hoary locks, bow. 
ed down. with age, poverty, and pains and-to lead 
the poor and rifing race, to the peaceful walks of 
induftry, peace, and profperity, is an important part 
of love without diffimulation, : : 


Tue manner in which our acts of love fhould be 
performed, is mott beautifully defcribed, by our di, 
vine Lord and Mafter, in his moft inftructiye fer- 
mon upon the mount: “ Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be feen of them ; other: 
wile ye have no reward of your father which is in 
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heaven. Theretore, when thou doet thine ins 
da not fyund a trumpet before thee, as the hypo- 
crites do in the fynagogues, and in the ftreets, that 
they may have glory of men. Verily [: fay unto 
you, they have their reward. But when thou doeft 
thine alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doth ; that thine alms maybe in fecret; and 
thy Father which feeth in fecret {hall reward thee 
openly.” Mathew. vi. 1—5. And that none may 
plead excufe from the performing this duty, »it may 
be obferved, that if with hearts: of undiffembled 
love to God and man, our charity “is only “* two 
mites,” or “a cup of cold water; according to 
our ability, it is a facrifice with which God is well 
pleafed.. Hence there is'no Chriftian fo. poor, 
who may not have the privilege of placing’ a ‘pin 
in the. glorious temple of God, which fhall ftand an 
everlafting monument of love to the great Architet, 


From the preceding obfervations,-we learn, that 
Jove without diffimulation, is the radical grace in 
the, Chriftian’s heart, and confifts in unfeignedly 
worthiping and obeying God’; in fincere affection~ _ 
ate love.to one another ; in feeking their {pinitual 
and temporal -happinefs ; and in propofing, by ex- 
ample, the bright chain of Chriftian virtues, to.al- 
lure the vicious from the paths of vice, and to-ef 
tablith the weak in faith and hope.» * Vow the end of 
the commandment is-charity, out ofa pure heart, and of 
@ good confcience, and of faith unfeigned. Tim.1, t=-4« 
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” ‘IL Tsaari now briefly confider the remaining ey, 
hortation in the cext, and its propricty: Abbor tha 
echich is evil; cleave to that whith is goed. The Birk 
idea which prefents itfelf to us, in connection with 
the former obfervations, is, that however we are 
to love our brethren without diffimulation, me feek 
their happinc{s, we-are fot to countenance evil in 
them, or love their finful practices. Thus we are 
firiétly commanded, “not to fuifer fin upon a 
brother ;” that is, we are sot to approve of fin; 
and “to have no fellowfhip with the unfruitful 
works of darknefs, but rather reprove them.” - This 
-fentiment is exemplified in the conduct of our blef. 
fed Lord and Mafter, by reproving his difciple Pe. 
ter, for act “ favouring the things of God,” though 
Jefus gave undeniable proofs of his love to Peter, 
both before and after the reproof was given. “ 





Ir we fincerely love God, we thall abhor that 
which is abhorrent to the holinefs of his nature : 
We hall repair to his facred word and law, and 
there learn what is offenfive to him, that we may 
fay with the royal Phlmift, « How fweet are thy 
words unto my tafe! yea, Sweeter than honey to my 
mouth. Through thy precepts I get underftanding ; 
therefere I bate every fale way.” . This jult abhor- 
rence of fin will guard us againft thofe finfal works 
of the flehh, which are enumerated in St. Paul's 
letter to the Gallatians, viz. “ Adultery, fornication, 


} i 2. - © : 
tne .tanne’s, a‘civigufness, idglatory, batred, variance, 
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emulations, wrath, ftrife, feditions, berefies, envyings, 
murders, drunkennefs, revellings,.and Juch like.” On 
the other hand, “ cleaving to that which is good,” we 
fhall practife the focial andireligious duties, and fol- 
low after the “fruits of tbe fpirit,” as “ love, joy, 
peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefsy, goodne/s, faith, meek= 
ne/s, and temperance.” We thall take to ourfelves 
the armour of God ;. we hall be girt with truth, 


the breaft-plate of righteoufnefs, our feet fhod with 


the preparation of the gofpel of peace, the thield 
of faith, the helmet of falvation, the {word of aie 
{pirit, and the practice of prayer. 


THE propriety of this exhortation appears from 
its being effential to God’s. declarative glory, and 
the happinels: of ourfelves and. brethren; _ For.as 
‘© God is love,” and all his proceedings are regulat- 
ed by love, fo the happinefs of his intelligent crea 
tures muft be in exact proportion to their refem-_ 
blance and imitation of him, and as their difpoft- 
tion and conduct are influenced:by love. In heaven, 
the pureft and moft unbounded love prevails ; and 
there alfo the moft confummate happinefs prevails. 
On earth, whatever portion of happinefs is allotted 
to man;.can only be obtained by love to God and 
man, and the practice of thofe feveral duties to 
which it leads. On the other hand, the abfenfe of 
love, and prevalence of hatred, wrath, and other 
dark paffions, which are its oppofites, are unfailing 
fources of mifery to mankind, When men depart 
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from the order which heaven has eltablithe 
crime always carries.its punithment with it. 

them broken loofe from the ba 
were defigned to unite them 
common welfare; ‘and the 
mutual ruin ! deftroying a 
come plagues to each other. 
foreft is not‘more favage than 
afide the law of love ; nor is the peftilence more 


furely deftructive to human life, than fuch’a-man is 
deftructive to human happinels, | 





q, thei, 
Behojg 
nds of loye Which 
» and to promote thei 
y breathe nothing but 
nd deftroyed, they be. 
The wild beaft of ‘the 


man, when he throws 


_ HIT. T now propofe to draw fome conclufions fuit- 
able to the prefent occafion. Although the fpeak- 
er cannot claim the honour of being a member of . 
the ancient fraternity of Free Mafons, yet any per- 
fon may learn, by attending to the conftitutions of 
Mafonry, that. many of the fublime fentiments in- 
culcated by the -gofpel; are the fame {entiments 
which are inculcated by Mafonry. The doétrine, 
which has now been offered you from the facred 
pages, appears alfo in the mafomic conftitutions. 
For we find this article ftands recorded firft, as ef- 
fentially requifite in all thofe who afpire to the hon- 
ours of Mafonry, viz. ‘ Whoever from love of 
knowledge, intereft, or curiofity, defires to be a 
Maton, is to know, that, as his foundation and great 
_ Corner ftone, he is firmly to believe in the eternal 
God, and to pay that worthip which is due to Him, 
as the great Architect and Governor of the uni- 
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vere.” «A Mafon muft obferve the moral lw 
And if he rightly underftand the royal art, he will 
never be an Atheift, of an itreligious libertine ; and 
he will never ag againft the great inward light 
of his own confcience.” From the fame fource of 
information, we alfo learn, that Whoever would 
be a Maton, thould know how to practife all the pri- 
vate virtues, He thould avoid all manner of intem- 
Perance or excefs, which might prevent his perfor- 
mance of the laudable duties of his craft, or lead him 
into enormities, which would refie& difhonor upon 
the ancient fraternity.” “He is to feek and acquire, 
as far as poflible, the virtues of patience, meekneis, 
felf-denial, forbearance, and the like, which give him 
the command over himfelf, and enable him to gov- 

- etn his own family with affection, dignity, and pru- 
dence ; at the fame time checking every. difpofi- 
tion injurious to the world, and promoting that 
love and fervice, which brethren of the fame houfe-~ 
hold owe to each other,” *It is alfo-neceffary that | 
all, who would be true Mafons, fhould learn to ab- 
ftain from all malice, flander, and evil fpeaking ; 
from ail provoking, reproachful, and ungodly lan- 
guage; keeping always a tongue of good report.” 
By comparing thefe fentiments with the duties that 
the gofpel enjoins, we fhall fee the duties of the 
Chriftian and the-Mafon, are perfeétly compatible, 
that love to God and man, are enjoingd by both, “a 
the moft exprefs — 
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“— SHALL Now prefume upon the liberty of confid. 
ering an objection which is fometimes made againgt 
the inftitution, “ That the mafonic arcana are im. 
proper or inconfftent. with public. or. private ben: 
efit. In anfwer. to this objection, 1 obferve every 
perfon has liberty to examine. the cardinal princi: 
ples of Mafonry.;. thefe are publifhed, and in al- 
‘moft every public difcourfe, by any member of the 
fraternity, are infifted upon, as confifting in the 
fhining affemblage of religious and focial virtues. 
This is allo afferted by men of approved probity 
and piety. | Certainly they merit our confidence 
upon this, as well as upon other fubje@ts. In-addi- 
tion to thefe remarks, every perfon defirous of be- 
coming a Mafon, “may requett the perufal of the 
by-laws ;_ which being fhort, he may read in the 
prefence of his friend, and be fhewn a lift of the 
_members of the lodge: By which:he will be better 
able to judge, whether he could affociate with them, 

' and render a ready conformity to their rules,” 
Hence it follows, thatthere is no impropriety in'a 
fociety retaining certain fecrets for its own benefit. 
Every fociety, civil and religious, claims this indif- 
putable privilege ; and much to be lamented, that 
many of them retain this. privilege no better. The 
church of Chrift ought to be. a garden enclofed, and 
many parts of its difcipline confined wholly to its 
©wn members, Whoever has enjoyed, the pleaf- 
"res of domettic life, will readily conceive of fami< 


] ; 
y fecrets, which are effential to the exiftence and 
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happinefs of a family. IF fecrets are improper, 
why fhould the pen of infpiration commend the 
Saithful fpirit who concealeth the matter, and condemn 
the /ale-dearer who revealeth fecrets, and caution us 
not to “meddle with him that fiattereth with pis 
lips?” We may fairly infer, that if ‘we know the 
principles of .Mafonry are caleulated to promote 
brotherly love and charity, and contain nothing in« 
compatible with religion or good government, it is 
as much as is neceffary to be known by thole who 
are not members, __ 


_ AnoTHeER objection has frequently been drawn 
from the “immoral lives of many of its members.” 
This objection will be lamented by all good Ma- ~ 
fons. However, the beft inftitutions may be abufed 
by unworthy characters: Such characters have ming- 
led themfelyes in the pureft focieties. But are we 
hence to rejeét good and wholefome Jaws, becaufe 
fome unworthy members of fociety have broken 
thofe laws ? Are we to difcard important and pre- 
cious truths, becaufe fome impoftors have profeff. 
edly received thofe truths P And is it ingenuous to 
cenfure the benevolent principles of an inftitution, 
becaufe fome of its members ftray from thofe prin- 
ciples > No; let us “ abhor the evil, and cleave to 
that which is good.” Let us entertain a proper 
difguft againft all vicious hypocritical conduct ; 
blame the culprit, but love the truth. 
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Te connection with the lait objection; 
of “its endangering the peace of Civil soy 
‘The conftitutions. of Mafonry Particula 
that “ whoever would be a true Mafon j. 
know, by the privileges of his order, his obligations, 
as a fubject and citizen, will not be relaxed but en- 
forced. He is to be a lover of ‘peace, and obedient 
to the civil powers which yield him protection, and 
are fet.over him.where he refides or works,” « Now, 
if any brother forgetting for a time the rules of his 
craft, and liftening to evil counfels, fhould unhappi- 
ly fall into a contrary. condu&, he is not to be coun. 
tenanced in his crimes or rebellion againft the ftate ; 
but he forfeits all the.benefits of the lodge, and-his 
fellows will refufe to affociate or converfe with him 
In private, while he continues in his guilt 5.-that-no 
offence may be given to lawfal- government.” If, 
therefore, there has been any thing attached to Ma~ 
fonry, by wicked and defigning men; which does not 
belang to it, there can be no propriety in cenfuring 
the inftitution on that account, A‘ “Americans, we 
profe(s to love the principles of liberty 5. but are the 
Principles of liberty to be charged with all the hor- 
rid enormities and fanaticifm whieh have filled 
Brance under the {pecious name of liberty? Is the 
benevolent religion of our adorable Liord and Saviour, 
chargeable with the guilt and tortures of the inquifi- 
fon, or the expenditure of that blood and treafure, 
Which have fo frequently devaftated the earth ? No; 
We are happy in afferting that the religion of Jefus 
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breathes “glory 20 God in the higheft, peace on ite, 
and good will to man;” let us then difcriminate be- 
tween the beauty of truth,and the wickednefs of men. 


I sHALL now conclude with an.addrefs upon the 
octafion. | “es 
Gentlemen of the honorable and ancient Society of 
Free anp Acceptep Masons, © 


T presume I fhall be excufed for not adapting 
my addrefs to the particular genius of the craft, for 
the reafons already mentioned. I conceive it is not 
your wilh, as it is not my defign to approach you 
in the language of fulfome adulation or flattery. 
As far as I am acquainted with the defign and fenti- 
ments of your inftitution, I entertain a high opinion 
of its virtuous principles and beneficial feats, when 
its precepts are pun@ually obeyed. “As J. with to 
digeminate the bleffings, which your inftitution is 
calculated to diffeminate among mankind, fuffer me 
to remind you, of the great obligations you are un- 
der, to adorn your doctrine, by fquaring your actions 
upon the true level of your profeffed principles. 
This will engage your attention to the.difcipline 
and regulations of your order; as well as guard you 
againft all innovations in your inftitution. Your 
peffonal conduct will be attended to, that you may 
reflect honour upon the inflitution ; filence the 
tongue of calumny, by cutting off all occafion of re- 
proach from thofe who feek occafion to fpeak evil 


of you, 


$3 


—— 


_ Avruoucn theological difputation, and polfs 
tical difféntions are banifhed your favoured retreat; 
yet your principles call upon you to be good and 
faithful citizens, and active in the difcharge of fome 
of the leading duties of chriftianity, If the fenti- 
ments that have now been exhibited before you, be 
congenial with your inftitution, fuffer me to urge 
upon you an attention to the ‘* one thing needful :” 
Love, adoration, and worfhip, which is juftly due to 
the Supreme Architect of the Univerfe—A firm de: 
pendence upon the merits of our great Lord and Maf- 
ter Jefus Chrift—The cultivation ofall the religious 
and focial affections and graces, as realizing your ac- 
countability to your Supreme Lord and Matter, for 
all the deeds done in the body, 


Finatty Genriemen, 


_ May your feftive feafons be crowned with innocent 
and rational mirth; and may temperance, fobriety, 
and “love without diffimulation” pervade your whole 
fraternity, and like odorous precious perfume, glad- 
den and invigorate every member. If thefe things 
abound among you, then will you pafs from one 
degree of grace to another, and your path will be 
like that of the juft, which fhall fhine brighter and 
brighter to the perfect dav. May you be guided 
by infinite light and life, through all the viciffitudes 
of life’s uncertain ftage, and at laft trrumphantly en- 


ter, with all the truly righteous, to the fraternity 
above, where peace, love, and joy, reign eternal. - 
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ya few words by way of addrels 
and attentive auditory. 


I SHALL add onl 
to the refpectable 


“he , 
=e , 


; FRIENDS anp Fettow Citizens, | 
¢.W 


| Page 
£ may learn from the preceding obiervations, 
that the virtues which fhould adorn the Mafonic 


character, fhould alfo adorn our chara&ers. The 
gofpel enjoins the duties of love to God and our 
neighbor, as effential to our prefent peace, andas a 


temper of heart preparatory to the enjoyment of an 
incorruptible inheritance and glory, which fadeth _ 


not away. _ How aftonifhingly great the love of © 
God towards guilty man! That He whofe powerful 
word called into exiftence the boundlefs univerfe ! 
who formed the heavens with akitheir fhining hofts ; 
that even He fhould fo love the world, as to give his 
only begotten fon, that whofoever believeth on him 
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life! May 
we then poffefs that faith in Jefus, which works by 
love, and purifies the heart. Thus prepared by 
grace, may we, with God’s word in our hand, un- 
feigned love in our hearts, and heaven in our ae 
prefs forward, till we reach the prize of eternal A 


and glory, AM EN. 


FINIS 


